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Commemorative Certificates for Early Loss of Pregnancy  
are available from Births, Deaths and Marriages (BDM) 
to commemorate deliveries that are not able to be 
registered under the Births, Deaths and Marriages 
Registration Act 1996. A commemorative certificate may 
not be used for official purposes. 

If the delivery took place at under 20 weeks gestation  
(or if the gestation period cannot be determined, 
weighing less than 400 grams) a letter/statement from 
a health professional (medical practitioner or midwife) 
attesting to the early loss of pregnancy must  
accompany the application. This letter/statement  
will need to confirm the loss of pregnancy and the  
following information:

• Mother’s name

• Sex of child (if known)

• Date of delivery

• Estimated gestation (if known)

• Weight (if known)

• Whether the health professional is aware of any
medical reason that would prevent burial or cremation
of the remains.

This letter can also be used to arrange for a formal burial 
or cremation.

In the case of a loss of pregnancy over 20 weeks 
gestation (400 grams) that cannot be registered, the 
Registrar will reply upon the ‘Medical Certificate of 
Cause of Perinatal Death’ which is provided directly 
to the Registrar by a medical practitioner. Please just 
forward your completed certificate application form  
to BDM. BDM should have already received this  
medical certificate.

There are four designs of certificates available for you to 
choose from. There is no charge for these certificates. 

For more information
Births Deaths and Marriages 
4-6 Chesser Street, Adelaide SA 5000 
GPO Box: 1351, Adelaide SA 5001 
Telephone: 131 882 
www.cbs.sa.gov.au




